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UPDATE REPORT 
 
This report concerns an application for full planning permission for residential 
development on land at Lopham Road, Harling.  The proposal was considered by 
members on 1st September 2008, when it was resolved to defer the application to 
allow further consultation with the Parish Council.   
 
The Parish Council has subsequently confirmed that it is in agreement with the 
proposed development, subject to the proviso that the development would represent 
part of the 50 dwelling allocation for Harling indicated in the emerging LDF. 
 
The Council’s Principal Planning Policy Officer has confirmed that should this 
application be approved, the proposed allocation for Harling (to be determined 
through the Site Specifics Document in 2009/2010) would be reduced accordingly to 
40 dwellings.   It is not considered that the proposed development of 10 dwellings 
would undermine the LDF process, although it could be argued that additional 
proposals in the village would risk doing so by eroding further the remaining 
allocation.   
 
Subsequent to the drafting of the original Committee report, additional information 
has been submitted by the applicant to address outstanding issues identified.  In 
summary, this information included: 

• confirmation of the availability of a local builder to undertake the 
development in the short term in order to ensure that the scheme is 
deliverable within a 5 year period 

• confirmation of interest from a RSL in the proposed affordable housing 

• all houses to be constructed to Code Level 3 or 4 of the Code for 
Sustainable Homes 

• design amendments to reduce impact of overlooking one neighbour 

• additional landscaping to provide a buffer with adjacent industrial units 
 
On the basis of this information it is considered that the balance of issues raised is 
tipped in favour of the proposal.   
 
Revised layout proposals have been submitted recently for consideration.  Changes 
to the positioning of dwellings to the rear of the site are proposed to accommodate 
changes to the site boundary and land ownership issues.  Further consultation with 
the Parish Council and local residents has been undertaken on these changes.  At 
the time of writing no representations had been received in relation to the proposed 
changes. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission is granted subject to conditions and 
a section 106 agreement. 


